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The Plan

There are countless decisions to make amidst
an unlimited number of options during a new
build or renovation.

First of all, congratulations! Planning and
designing your dream home is so exciting,

Having a clear design plan early on can mean

but it can also feel very overwhelming

the difference between proper functionality in

picking out every piece of your home from

your home or having to compromise in order to

tile to fixtures. That's why I created this

adapt to what has already been built.

guide to help give you insight and tips to
help you design a home you love for years

Interior design details and specifications may

to come.

seem like they don’t need to be considered at
the beginning of the process, but it is a crucial

I don't want you to wake up in the middle

part.

of the night stressed about decisions and
the dreaded budget, or worse, fear that

Considering both construction and design at

you'll regret your decisions or make costly

the same time can help save valuable time and

mistakes in the process.

money.
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10 Secrets to Successfully
Design YOUR Dream Home
1.

Choose neutrals for fixed elements.
Choosing coloured cabinets or tile is a
costly commitment and one that
cannot be changed easily or cheaply.
Unless you are positive you are going
to love a non-neutral colour for years
after your project is complete it's best
to stick with neutral colours. For most
of my clients, I recommend that they
add colour through "moveable" objects
such as art, toss pillows or rugs.

If you want to be really daring choose
a coloured sofa, but even that likely
isn't a cheap change if you tire of dusty
rose.

2.

Complete the design before
you start construction.
The ideal time to get a designer on
board is when the plans are 90%
complete. That way we can give our
input on the architect or house
designer's plans. As interior designers,
we ask you different questions than the
architect and view the house plans
from a different perspective. As a
result, we often have plan suggestions
that differ.

Completing the interior design prior to
construction ensures that construction
is not held up which will cost you more
money. Compromising is avoided as
the home is built to accommodate the
exact interior design you want. Costly
rework is avoided as you took your time
making design decisions before it was
crunch time.
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3.

Explore all of your possible
design choices.
The last thing you want is to be
stumped when your friends come over
and ask why didn't make different
choices with the design of your home.
Or worse, wind up with a design you
don't love and immediately want to
change.

By hiring an interior design team you
will be confident that you and the team
reviewed all of the possible design
choices and made the best one for you
and your budget. This means you'll love
your home for years to come!

4.

Design for the future.
While you might have a toddler now, it
probably isn't the best idea to spend
the money on a millwork pull-out stool
built into your toddler's bathroom
vanity.

Instead, think about the future. It might
be more worth it to designing a rec
room that your teenage children will
actually want to bring their friends over
to hang out in.

You can also plan for your parent's old
age and build an in-law suite for them
to comfortably occupy in a few years.

Maybe you have a big family dog who
loves trail walks, it might be wise to
include a dog shower outside or in the
mudroom to keep your home free of
filthy paws.

5.

Think about how each space
relates to the others
Your home should have a consistent
design style and colour scheme to
ensure that it feels connected and that
there is flow throughout. Repetition of
design elements, materials, and colours
will result in a cohesive experience.

This doesn't mean that you can't have
fun in certain spaces - I love to curate
a bold and dramatic powder room.
That being said that style and colour
scheme still has to relate to the rest of
the house, but perhaps you choose a
darker paint colour but in the same
tone as other areas in the home.

6.

Save money in the less
important spaces.
Typically, there are a few more
important spaces in your home like the
entry, main kitchen, living room, family
room, and principle ensuite. Mainly
because these are the spaces that you
will be spending the most time in or
that you will spend time with guests in.

Typically, we suggest saving money in
secondary bedrooms, guest bedrooms
(as they usually aren't used too often),
secondary kitchens (as they are
typically more utilitarian and not seen
by guests), and secondary bathrooms.

We suggest choosing less expensive
options in these areas, but still well
known and reliable brands. Especially
for items with moving parts, like
faucets.
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7.

Think classic not trendy.

8.

Things always take longer
than you expect.

Designing on-trend is great, but

Construction timelines notoriously take

considering whether those trends will

longer than the predicted deadline for

stand the test of time is most

a number of reasons like production

important. Try incorporating trends that

back-up or weather.

can be updated easily and without too
much cost, such as cabinet knobs or

Be sure to plan ahead when you're

paint colours. Tile, for instance, is not

building or doing major renovations on

easy to change.

your home by ensuring you have a
month-to-month lease if you're renting
or make plans to stay with family if your
lease ends without the option to renew
monthly. Also, be sure to stay in
communication with your bank about
progress.
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9

Put your money where it
matters to YOU most.
Certainly, refer to No. 6 as a guide for
how to allocate your interior design
funds. But it is also essential in a
custom build or renovation to consider
your personal passions and lifestyle.

Are you an avid cook? If so then maybe
you splurge on appliances.

Are you a collector of fine wines? Then
a jaw-dropping, climate-controlled
wine cellar might be in the cards.

Do you have 5 children and feel like
you spend your life in the laundry
room? Then a beautiful and functional
laundry room is a must.

10

Include furniture purchase in
your budget early on.

You don’t want to find that your dream
home is complete and you've spent
your furniture budget on the build.

I always recommend purchasing your
furniture when you are four months out
from your move-in date as long as
everything is still on schedule.

There's a misconception about buying
furniture, but you can't just walk into
West Elm and walk out with a sofa.

I recommend starting to look for the
furniture you need at least FOUR
months before you are scheduled to
move into your new home. It's not a
quick process, especially if it's custom!

CLAIRE GUDMANZ
DESIGN
Our Pre-Construction Process clearly lays out your design
and budget before you even dig a hole.

Building and Renovating comes with an exhausting number
of decisions and you only get one chance to get things
right! If you’re anything like me- you are a busy working
professional and parent. You don’t have time to care about
the millions of details involved in designing a home.

So, do what you do best - spend quality time with your
children, and get into your dream home sooner and with less
stress when we take the design details off your plate. We
design boast-worthy homes that make getting the kids to
school on time with food in their bellies and backpacks on
their backs easy.

Together, we build on and elevate our clients’ vision into
unique interiors that are deliberately a reflection of the
client. We design strategically to maximize the value of your
greatest investment. We work closely as a team with your
builder & architect to ensure the exterior & interior designs
are cohesive. CG Design facilitates projects from initial
conception to completion.

Compliments
It has not only been a pleasure working with
Claire and her team, it has been a lot of fun. I
have been impressed how they took their time to
get to know our family, our needs and to
understand our tastes right from the start. This
was clearly evident when the concept was
presented because they were bang on. Many
thanks from the bottom of our hearts!
North Vancouver, B.C.

Claire Gudmanz Design did it again! I had the
pleasure of working with Claire and her team
for the second time and it was a back-to-back
success. Claire's dedication to the project from
beginning to end resulted in a magnificent
house. I am very happy not only with the design,
but also with how well we communicated, made
decisions and implemented the design together
throughout the whole project.
Borzoo Emamania
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questions?
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